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Education grants to humanitarian entrants
The Minister for Human Services and Community Development, Cassy O’Connor, will present the Alcorso Foundation’s 2011 Humanitarian Entrant Education Awards at a ceremony at Parliament House at 10.30 am TOMORROW (Friday 09 December 2011).
The annual awards of $2500 each are presented to humanitarian entrants undertaking study in years 10, 11 and 12 and may be spent on education expenses of the winners’ choice.
Alcorso Foundation President, Professor Kate Warner, said she was delighted that the Foundation was this year able to award six individual grants. 
“This annual award not only offers financial assistance to ensure new members of our community receive maximum education benefit, it provides opportunity and confidence for individuals who have endured extraordinary hardship and allows them to strive for and reach personal and career goals that may otherwise be unattainable,” Professor Warner said. 
The Alcorso Foundation has awarded 21 education grants since the program began in 2006. This year, 22 applications were received from students across the State and Catholic school systems.
“We ask the students to outline their personal, educational and career goals and how they believe they can make a difference in their community and how the grant would help them achieve those goals,” Professor Warner said. 
The Minister for Human Services, Cassy O’Connor, said it was an honour to hand these awards to young humanitarian entrants to recognise the hard work they have put into their education.

“In Tasmania, we are truly blessed to have so many people who are ready to use their knowledge and skills for the benefit of others in the community,” she said.

“It is inspiring to see these new Tasmanians push and dedicate themselves to achieve amazing levels of education to not only better themselves, but their communities and wider Tasmania.”

The successful candidates for 2010 are:
· Ms Hana Abera – Elizabeth College Hobart 
Born in Ethioia, Hana arrived in Tasmania in 2007 from Uganda. Hana’s award will help her to follow her goals to become an international political and social photographer.
· Ms Moo Eh Paw – Claremont College, Hobart
Born in Karen Burma, Moo Eh  arrived in Tasmania from a Thailand refugee camp in 2010. Moo Eh’s award will help her follow her dream to become an aged care vocational nurse. 
· Ms Ruth Vita – Guilford Young College, Hobart
Born in the Congo, Ruth arrived in Australia from Zimbabwe in 2009.  Ruth (her adopted name) aims to undertake her Bachelor of Arts majoring in Journalism and International Relations at the University of Tasmania.
· Ms Nute Rai Sung – Launceston College 
Born in Burma and arrived in Australia from New Dehli, Nute’s dream is to undertake studies to become a nurse.
· Samuel Olal – Tasmanian Polytechnic, Mt Nelson campus
Born in Uganda, Samuel arrived in Tasmania 2008. Samuel will use his award to undertake necessary studies to be able to attend University to study Electrical Engineering.
· Opi Mathew Nekemiah – St Patricks College, Launceston
Born in Sudan-Khartoum and arrived in Tasmania 2006 from Olikee, Mathew’s goal is to complete years 11 & 12 at St Patricks to gain entry to University of Tasmania to study Photography.
This year is the tenth anniversary of the Alcorso Foundation. For the first time private donors have partnered with the Foundation in two of this year’s awards. 

A short paragraph on each of the successful candidates is attached and students will be available for interview and photographs at Parliament House from 10.15am.  
The Alcorso Foundation seeks to make a positive contribution to the social and cultural fabric of Tasmania through its programs across the arts, environment and social justice. 
If you are interested in becoming a partner or obtaining more information on the Foundation’s Humanitarian Awards, please visit the Alcorso Foundation website at alcorso.org.au or contact Executive Officer, Denise Robinson, on 0447 125541
 
Humanitarian Entrant Education Award winners
Ms Hana Abera, Lutana
Elizabeth College
I come from Uganda and used to study English there. My family decided to move to Australia because of the educational opportunities in Australia. I arrived in Australia, Tasmania on the 18th of May 2007. I went to Ogilvie High School for years 8 to 10 and I am now studying at Elizabeth College. I am studying Art Production 3 (Photography), Maths Applied Foundation 2, Certificate III in Spoken and Written English and Japanese 2. I'm trying really hard to learn photography because I want it to be my future.  I want to have a bright future and want my mum to be proud of me. I hope in the future I will travel around the world and take photos of different people or things.

I want to do photography because I really love it and my heart and mind think about it all the time. Photography is what keeps me going, I can’t live without it. It is my passion and a very important part of my life. Another thing I love about photography is you can meet new people and see many sights that are worth giving a second look. Photography will never die in my heart rather it will keep telling me to do it and show people how the world has beautiful and amazing things, especially us, humans. Unfortunately the world also has its sad side and it is important to also take photos of these things to make people think about the world and hopefully help to change it in the future. I love to bring new photos to school and tell people about them. One day when I am rich I would like to open up an orphanage for children in Uganda and Ethiopia. I want to help people and children without families or who are poor, and give them a place they can call home.

I am proud to be African. I’m an Ethiopian and grew up in Uganda. I love both countries and now I am learning about more countries through my study of languages and have come to love them too.  The school community at Elizabeth College have helped me to achieve my goals. I love my teachers. I have access to a great photography workshop and support from counsellors. They help me to keep my dreams alive.

The Hobart community is also supportive. I feel comfortable in Hobart and I love it, even in winter. I love to share my culture with Hobartians. I have done projects at school about my country and culture. Other students seem to be very interested in Ethiopia.

Ms Moo Eh Paw, Montrose
Claremont College
I arrived in Tasmania early in 2010 with my family of eight.  I am a Karen migrant from Burma.  Before coming to Australia I spent 14 years in a refugee camp in Thailand.  My life at the camp was busy.  At the camp school I studied English, maths, geography, science, Burmese language, Karen language, world history and Karen history.  I enjoyed playing soccer.  I was in the camp team.  We played against teams from other camps.  I made friends playing football at the camp but now many of them live in other countries.  I am making new friends but I still miss my friends from the camp.  
At present I am studying at Claremont College and I am enjoying it a lot.  My subjects include Maths Applied 2, English as a Second Language, Health and Personal Well-Being 2, and Working with Children.  
I am working hard at college and make an effort to get involved with the extra clubs as well as my subjects.  I like to be involved with the community, I participate in the Duke of Edinburgh course and I have taken part in several outdoor pursuit activities including white-water rafting, camping and hiking.  I have also joined the Glenorchy Council “Young Women’s Group”.  There I have had lessons in dancing and karate.  At the Migrant Resource Centre I am part of the young women’s programme called “Blossom”.    
My career goal is to become a nurse.  I am planning to do this by taking the” Introduction to Working in Health” course at Claremont College next year.  Hopefully, this would allow me to join an “Aged Care” vocational course.  Once I have this qualification I would work in this area to get some experience and to improve my English so that after a year or two I could take an Enrolled Nurse course.  The teachers at Claremont College can help me to reach my goals by helping me to improve my English and giving me advice about my work.  The college also offers Pathway Planning which helps me to know the courses I should take and teaches me how to study for exams.   I also go to the library to study and get help with my research for assignments.   

Ms Ruth Vita, Glenorchy
Guildford Young College
I was given a 2 year scholarship which helped me to continue with my secondary school in Zimbabwe before being granted a Australian humanitarian visa to come to Australia.  I intend to be a university student in 2013, I strongly believe that this scholarship will lay a strong foundation for my future studies and therefore will be incredibly helpful for my education. I am interested in journalism and therefore planning to do a Bachelor of Arts majoring in journalism and International Relations.
I have chosen this path because I believe in a united and a peaceful world where the freedom of speech is a reality, a world where women and children will see their rights respected and where they can live in security without fear. I hope for living in a world where women and men are equals and work in unity for the cause of peace. This dream is the foundation of my dedication to aim for excellence which is the fruit of hard work. I am also friendly and approachable because I believe in the saying “United we stand and divided we fall.” In this spirit, the support of my teacher, parents, and friends is needed to guide me through such a challenging endeavour.
Ms Nute  Raisung, Newnham
Launceston College
I was born on the 27th of February 1993 in Mizoram, India but I am originally from Burma. My parents and my two elder brothers were born in Burma. Due to problems with the military who were ruling our country, my parents had to flee to India where it was safer.  I started schooling when I was 6 years old but I always failed because I didn’t attend school very often as I had to stay in the farm with my family. I was quite young to stay by myself in the city so I had to go with my parents. Sometimes I helped out with some farm work but I really wanted to go to school but I couldn’t do anything because farming was more important for living.
In 2000, we moved to New Delhi which is the capital city of India as refugees. I wasn’t able to go to school straight away because of financial problems and the language.   When I was in grade 5 I was noticed be an outstanding student and I received so many things such as, pens, pencils, note books and some money. In year 10, I received an award for outstanding student and a Scholarship for college.

Last year, with some of my EAL class mates, I gave a presentation at the Scotch Oakburn social justice forum to a large audience of students from around the state. The presentation was about my experiences as a refugee. I also gave the same presentation to a group of University education students. It was a rewarding experience.   I want to get higher marks to be able to go to University to study nursing.   
The reason I want to be a nurse is that because there are a lot of people in my country where y parents were born, there are few hospitals. I heard that when a person gets sick they go to the capital of Burma to be treated that makes me want to become a nurse and help my people. When one makes a change, other wants to do the same to0. 


Mr Samuel Olal, Mount Nelson
Hobart College
My name is Samuel and I was born in Uganda. I lived with my parents but they both died when I was little. I can remember a bit about my mum and dad. I remember my mum being sick and not being able to walk and I remember going to the hospital to see my Dad. After my dad died we had to go back to where my mum came from and I had to learn her language. I was only 5 or 6. I have lots of questions I would like to find the answers to. One day I hope to have the chance to go back and find some people who knew them and find some answers.   When I was about 12 I went and lived with my sister again in the capital city. We had an Aunt who sponsored us to go to Australia. We had to wait to see if we could go. We worked in a quarry smashing rocks to build roads and buildings. I went to school and then I went to work. You had to pay to go to school. If you didn’t pay you got kicked out. I went back even when I got kicked out. I kept going.   I wanted to keep going to school because I thought I would get a better future. I remember one of my Uncles telling me that my dad was “intelligent and very respected”. I think about this a lot and I want to be like my dad.   
Coming to Australia was exciting but also scary. Now I am studying Year 11 at Hobart College. I am doing Video production, English Issues in Society, Maths and Athlete Development. I am enjoying all my subjects. I love video and I have done some extra jobs like setting up equipment for different events and filming the school production. I am a member of Students Against racism and I have created a Facebook page for them and I will be the administrator. I also love sport and I played Futsal with the College.

I am also working part time at the ECO- Bikes fixing and assembling electric bikes. I enjoy this because it teaches me as lot about bikes but also motors and how they work. I have to speak to customers and I am gaining many different skills from this job.  I want to try my best to finish year 12 with enough points to get into university. At University I want to study electrical engineering.  I want to achieve something for myself but also give back to the people who have supported me. I want to get a job and create and build new things. I want to be friendly and participate in lots of different things. I want to be a good person that people can rely on.

I am very interested in the environment and I want to learn more about climate change. I know that the electric bikes are a good idea and if we can create greener transport the world will be a much better place. I am really interested in environmental solutions and I would love to be a part of this.  I have many things I could contribute and I really believe that I will make a difference.
Mr Opi Mathew Nekemiah, Mowbray
St Patrick’s College
My name is Opi Mathew Nekemiah. I was born in Sudan-Khartoum. I grew up with my grandfather because I didn’t know where my real family was.  Due to the situation of war in Sudan my mum and dad had separated from each other.  It was so hard living where we lived but I grew up in different places in Africa because of the situation of the places where we were living It was a really strange place, to not be sage to live in.  It was hard for us to live there, we were living in a small village where there is not much people. From Sudan we had to move to a place called Olikee. In Olikee I was living with my grandfather and my older sisters. I lived in Olikee and I studied in grade 1,2,3 and 4.  Then one day my granny came to Olikee from Beylie and then we came to Australia in 2006. My aunt sponsored by brothers and I to come and live with her. 
I now live in Mowbray. I am studying grade 11 at St Patricks College.  My educational goal is to finish year 11 and 12 and go to UTAS at the end of year 14.  I would like to be a famous artist in Tasmania and work in the art industry.  I got a Level 3 Exceptional Achievement for Art last year.  I would like to make a difference in my community in the long term by sharing knowledge and to produce a big work of art to give to the community.

